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The effects of five ginsenosides (G-Rh2, -Rd, -Rb1, -Rb2, -Rh1) isolated from the root of Panax gingseng
on stimulus-induced superoxide generation in human neutrophils were evaluated by measuring the
reduction of ferricytochrome c. The tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylation of neutrophil proteins
and translocation of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to the plasma membrane were detected using specific
monoclonal antibodies. G-Rh2 significantly suppressed superoxide generation induced by N-
formylmethionyl-leucylphenylalanine (fMLP), phorbol 12-myristate 13-acetate (PMA), and arachidonic
acid (AA) in a concentration-dependent manner. G-Rh1 showed a comparably lower suppression on
fMLP-induced superoxide generation. G-Rd, -Rb1, and -Rb2 also suppressed AA-induced superoxide
generation in high concentrations. G-Rd and G-Rb1 showed no effect on fMLP- and PMA-induced
superoxide generation. FMLP-, PMA-, and AA-induced tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylation
and translocation of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to the plasma membrane were in parallel with the
suppression of the stimulus-induced superoxide generation.
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INTRODUCTION

Ginseng (Panax gingseng C.A. Meyer, Araliaceae) root is
one of the most widely used Chinese traditional medicines for
the treatment of various diseases. It has long been used as a
tonic and immunomodulator (1). Ginsenosides (ginseng sa-
ponins) are regarded as the main active ingredients and reported
to possess a wide range of pharmacological actions. Among
them, certain ginsenosides have been shown to exert cytotoxic
or cytostatic activities against cultured tumor cells. The growth
inhibitory or antiproliferative effects of certain ginsenosides
appear to be associated with their ability to induce apoptosis (2–6).
Moreover, they have also shown antiaging and estrogenic

effects, improved insulin sensitivity, and antiallergic and anti-
inflammatory activities (7–10). However, the effects of ginse-
nosides isolated from the root of P. gingseng on stimulus-
induced superoxide generation in human neutrophils have not
been previously investigated.

Superoxide generation in human neutrophils is stimulated not
only during phagocytosis but also by treatment of the cells with
various stimuli, such as certain chemoattractants and activators
of protein kinase (11). The production of a superoxide anion
(O2

–) by the NADPH oxidase in the phagolysosome is the
precursor for the generation of other reactive products, such as
hydroxyl radical and hypochlorite. However, this production
of O2

– is dependent on translocation of the oxidase subunits,
p47phox, p67phox, and Rac, from the cytosol to the plasma
membrane. In response to appropriate external stimuli, poly-
morphonuclear leukocytes (PMNs) change from a resting,
nonadhesive state to a primed, adherent phenotype, which allows
for migration from the vasculature into the tissue and chemotaxis
to the site of infection upon activation. Depending on the stimuli,

* Correspondening author (fax +81-88-865-5937; e-mail
jm-hkodama@kochi-u.ac.jp).

† Kochi Medical School.
§ Wenzhou Medical School.
# First Affiliated Hospital of China Medical University.
⊥ Shenyang Pharmaceutical University.

J. Agric. Food Chem. 2008, 56, 1921–1927 1921

10.1021/jf073364k CCC: $40.75  2008 American Chemical Society
Published on Web 02/26/2008



primed PMNs display altered structural organization of the
NADPH oxidase, in that there is phosphorylation of the oxidase
subunits and/or translocation of the cytosol compounds to the
plasma membrane. Activation of PMNs is the complete as-
sembly of the membrane-linked and cytosolic NADPH oxidase
components on the plasma membrane. During activation,
cytosolic proteins p47phox, p67phox, Rac, and possibly p40phox

translocate to the plasma membrane and associate with membrane-
associated flavocytochrome b558 to form the active superoxide-
generating system (12–16).

We have previously reported that some triterpenoid com-
pounds isolated from leaves of Diaspyros kaki suppressed the
tyrosyl phosphorylation of a 45 kDa protein in parallel to the
concentration-dependent suppression of superoxide generation
in human neutrophils (17). Recently, we have reported that
triterpenoid compounds isolated from root bark of Aralia elata
suppressed tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylation of
proteins and translocation to the plasma membrane of p47phox,
p67phox, and Rac in parallel to the effect of stimulus-induced
superoxide genetation (18–20). In the present study, the effects
of five ginsenosides isolated from the root of P. ginseng on the
superoxide generation induced by various stimulus [N-formyl-
methionyl-leucylphenylalanine (fMLP), phorbol 12-myristate
13-acetate (PMA), and arachidonic acid (AA)], tyrosyl or serine/
threonine phosphorylation of proteins, and the translocation of
cytosolic compounds, p47phox, p67phox, and Rac, to plasma
membrane in human neutrophils and antioxidant activity were
investigated.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Materials. NADPH, ferricytochrome c, superoxide dismutase, fMLP,
PMA, and AA were obtained from Sigma (St. Louis, MO). The five
ginsenosides (ginsenoside Rh2, Rd, Rb1, Rb2, Rh1) were isolated from
root of P. ginseng by silica gel column chromatography. All other
reagents used were of analytical grade and purchased from Wako
Chemical Industries (Osaka, Japan) unless otherwise mentioned.

Isolation of Neutrophils. Polymorphonuclear leukocytes (PMNs)
were isolated from human peripheral blood of healthy volunteers by
Ficoll-Hypaque (Flow Laboratories) density gradient centrifugation (21)
and were washed twice with Krebs-Ringer phosphate solution (KRP;
pH 7.4) (22). The cells were resuspended in KRP at a concentration of
1 × 108 cells/mL.

Assay of Superoxide Generation. The generation of superoxide
was assayed by measuring the reduction of ferricytochrome c at 37 °C
using a dual-beam spectrophotometer (Shimadzu UV-3000) under
continuous stirring (11). The standard assay mixture consisted of 1 ×
106 cells/mlL, 1 mM CaCl2, 20 µM ferricytochrome c, 10 mM glucose,
0–200 µM ginsenosides, and stimulus (12.5 nM fMLP, 1 nM PMA, or
10 µM AA) in a final volume of 2 mL of KRP. The reaction was started
by adding a stimulus after the preincubation of 3 min with each
ginsenoside. Absorbance change at 550–540 nm (∆A550–540) was
monitored for 4 min, and the difference before and after incubation
was calculated.

Detection of Tyrosyl or Serine/Threonine Phosphorylation of
Neutrophil Proteins. Neutrophils (1 × 106 cells/mL) were incubated
in 1 mL of KRP containing 1 mM CaCl2, 10 mM glucose, and 0–200
µM ginsenoside for 3 min at 37 °C, and then they were stimulated by
12.5 nM fMLP, 1 nM PMA, or 10 µM AA and incubated for 3 min at
37 °C. Then 0.5 mL of ice-cold 45% trichloroacetic acid (final
concentration of 15%) containing 1 mM sodium vanadate and phenyl-
methanesulfonyl fluoride (2 mM) was added to stop the reaction. After
incubation for 30 min at 4 °C, the mixture was centrifuged at 10000g
for 20 min at 4 °C. The precipitate was washed twice with diethyl
ether/ethanol (1:1, v/v), dissolved in 50 µL of 62.5 mM Tris-HCl (pH
6.8) containing 2% sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS), 0.7 M 2-mercap-
toethanol, and 10% glycerol, and then subjected to SDS-polyacrylamide
gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) with a 12% gel.

The electrophoresed proteins were transferred onto Immobilon-P
membrane (Nippon Millipore Ltd.) using a semidry blotting apparatus
for 90 min at 20 V. Tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylated proteins
were probed with phosphotyrosine specific monoclonal antibody (PY-
20; ICN Biochemicals) or phosphoserine/threonine specific monoclonal
antibody (BD Biosciences), respectively, then probed with horseradish
peroxidase-conjugated rabbit anti-mouse immunoglobulin G antibody
(E. Y. Laboratories), and detected by ECL Western Blotting Detection
System (Amersham). The molecular weights of the proteins were
determined using prestained molecular weight standards (14300–200000
molecular weight range; Gibco) (23).

Translocation of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to Neutrophil
Membrane. The translocation of cytosolic compounds to the plasma
membrane was performed as previously reported by Nauseef (24).
Isolated PMNs were preincubated in a phosphate-buffered saline glucose
solution containing 4 mM glucose, 1.2 mM MgCl2, 2 mM NaN3, and
0–200 µM ginsenoside for 6 min at 37 °C. Then, PMNs were stimulated
by adding stimulus (12.5 nM fMLP, 1 nM PMA, or 10 µM AA) for 3
min at 37 °C, and the cells were spun at 1500g for 5 min at 4 °C and
resuspended in buffer A [100 mM KCl, 3 mM NaCl, 3.5 mM MgCl2,
10 mM Pipes (pH 7.3)] after standing on ice for 20 min. To separate
their postnuclear supernatants (PNS), cells were first disrupted by
sonication and spun at 500g for 5 min at 4 °C. PNS fractions were
then separated into membrane and cytosol at 200000g for 20 min at 4
°C. The pellet was resuspended in 50 µL of 109 mM Tris-HCl (pH
7.5) containing 3.5% SDS, 0.0087% bromophenol blue, and 17.4%
glycerol and sonicated for 1 h to obtain membrane fractions.

For immunoblot analysis, the membrane fraction was subjected to
SDS-PAGE with 10% gel. The electrophoresed proteins were trans-
ferred onto Immobilon-P membrane (Nippon Millipore) using a semidry
blotting apparatus for 90 min at 20 V. The transferred proteins were
probed with a mixture of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac1 primary mono-
clonal antibody (BD Biosciences) and horseradish peroxidase-
conjugated rabbit antimouse immunoglobulin G antibody (E.Y. Labo-
ratories) detected by ECL Western Blotting Detection System
(Amersham). EB-1 lysate, as the positive control, was the indicator
for the location of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac1.

Determination of Lipid Peroxidation of Erythrocyte Membrane
Ghosts by Hydroxyl Radicals. Fresh blood from a healthy human (9
parts blood/1 part 3.8% sodium citrate) was centrifuged (1000g, 5 min),
and isolated erythrocytes were washed three times with 3 volumes of
a solution composed of 150 mM NaCl and 5 mM sodium phosphate
buffer (pH 8.0; PBS). Erythrocyte ghosts were obtained at 4 °C from
lysed cell in 20 volumes of 5 mM sodium phosphate (pH 8.0) after
centrifugation at 30000g for 20 min. Then, membranes were washed
four times in the same buffer to obtain hemoglobin-free white ghosts,
and they were finally resuspended in saline to obtain a final concentra-
tion of 1 mg of protein/mL.

Hydrogen peroxide (3 mM) and FeSO4 (5 mM) were added to
erythrocyte membrane ghost suspensions (1 mL) with each of the
ginsenosides (0–200 µM) in five separate experiments. The suspensions
were incubated for 30 min at 37 °C. Hydroxyl radical-induced lipid
peroxidation of erythrocyte membrane ghosts was determined by
measuring thiobarbituric acid-reactive substances (19).

Radical Scavenging Activity on DPPH. The 2,2-diphenyl-1-
picrylhydrazyl (DPPH) radical scavenging assay was carried out
according to the procedure previously described (25). The reaction
mixture consisted of 1 mL of 100 mM acetate buffer (pH 5.5), 1.87
mL of ethanol, and 0.1 mL of 3 mM DPPH in ethanol. At 25 °C, 0.03
mL of the sample solution was added to the mixture, and the absorbance
was recorded at 517 nm (DPPH, ε ) 8.32 × 103) for 20 min. Water
(0.03 mL) was used as control. Scavenging activity was expressed as
a percent compared to control DPPH solution (100%).

Radical Scavenging Activity on Superoxide Anion Generated by
Phenazine Methoxysulfate (PMS)-NADH System. Superoxide an-
ions were generated nonenzymatically by PMS-NADH system (26).
The reaction mixture consisted of 0.03 mL of 0.5% bovine serum
albumin, 0.03 mL of 5 mM nitroblue tetrazolium (NBT), 0.03 mL of
7.8 mM NADH, 0.06 mL of sample solution (dissolved in water), and
2.82 mL of 40 mM sodium carbonate buffer containing 0.1 mM EDTA
(pH 10.0). After incubation at 25 °C for 3 min, 0.03 mL of 15.5 µM
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PMS was then added to the mixture, and the absorbance at 560 nm
was recorded for 60 s (formation of blue formazan). Water (0.06 mL)
was used as control. Reaction rate was calculated from the proportional
increase of absorbance, and the scavenging activity was expressed as
percent compared to superoxide anion generation of control
solution.

Hemolysis Measurement. Fresh blood from a healthy human was
collected (9 parts blood/1 part 3.8% sodium citrate) in plastic tubes,
and red blood cells (RBCs) were separated by centrifugation at 1000g
for 10 min. The RBCs were washed once with 2 volumes of 0.9%
saline solution and then resuspended in 0.9% saline solution to give
10% RBC concentration. The RBC suspension (0.25 mL) was mixed
with an equal volume of 0.9% saline containing ginsenoside and
incubated at 37 °C for 5 min with shaking. After centrifugation at 1000g
for 5 min, 0.2 mL of the supernatant was diluted with 3.3 mL of distilled
water and the absorbance was measured at 550 nm (Asample). The percent
hemolysis (H%) was calculated using the following equation: H% )
Asample/A100 × 100, where A100 is the absorbance of 100% hemolysis
cells, as when 0.25 mL of 100% RBC suspension was incubated in
8.5 mL of distilled water (20).

Extraction and Isolation of Ginsenosides. Ginsenosides Rh2, Rd,
Rb1, Rb2, and Rh1 were isolated from the root of P. gingseng C.A.
Meyer (Araliaceae) according to the methods of Dou et al., as reported
previously (27). The structures of five compounds were identified by
comparing the FAB-MS and 1H and 13C NMR data with standard
samples. The purity of each obtained compound was >98% detected
by HPLC.

Statistical Analysis. The results are expressed as mean ( SD of
three values. The effect on each parameter was examined using one-
way analysis of variance. Individual differences between groups were
evaluated using Dunnett’s test, and those at p < 0.05 were considered
to be significant.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The chemical structures of the five ginsenosides isolated from
the root of P. gingseng C.A. Meyer, G-Rh2, -Rd, -Rb1, -Rb2,
and -Rh1, are shown in Figure 1.

The effects of these ginsenosides on superoxide generation,
tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylation of proteins, and
translocation of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to the plasma
membrane in human neutrophils were investigated using AA,
fMLP, and PMA as the stimuli. AA, fMLP, and PMA were
used as the inducer of the receptor-mediated activation, mem-
brane perturber, and an activator of Ca2+- and phospholipid-
dependent protein kinase C, respectively.

When neutrophils were preincubated with these ginsenosides,
the AA-induced superoxide generation was suppressed in a

concentration-dependent manner as shown in Figure 2A. The
suppression of the AA-induced superoxide generation by these
ginsenosides occurred in the following order: G-Rh2. G-Rd
> G-Rb2 > G-Rb1 > G-Rh1. Among them, the suppression of
G-Rh2 was more effective compared with other compounds used
in this experiment. G-Rh2 also suppressed significantly fMLP-
and PMA-induced superoxide generation in a manner similar
to the suppression of AA-induced superoxide generation (Figure
2B,C). G-Rh1 suppressed fMLP-induced superoxide generation
in a concentration-dependent manner (Figure 2B). G-Rb2

suppressed weakly fMLP- and PMA-induced superoxide gen-
eration at 200 µM. G-Rd and G-Rb1 showed no effect on fMLP-
and PMA-induced superoxide generation (Figure 2B,C). In the
absence of the stimulus, these ginsenosides did not induce
superoxide generation (data not shown).

Ginsenosides are tetracyclic triterpenoid saponins possessing
an aglycone (protopanaxadiol or protopanaxatriol) with a

Figure 1. Chemical structures of the five ginsenosides isolated from the
root of Panax ginseng.

Figure 2. Effect of G-Rh2, -Rd, -Rb1, -Rb2, and -Rh1 on human neutrophil
superoxide generation induced by (A) AA, (B) fMLP, and (C) PMA. The
cells were preincubated with 0–200 µM of each ginsenoside for 3 min
prior to the addition of 10 µM AA, 12.5 nM fMLP, or 1 nM PMA, for three
independent experiments as described under Materials and methods.
Results are expressed as means ( SD (n ) 3).
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dammarane skeleton. G-Rh2, -Rd, -Rb1, and -Rb2 are proto-
panaxadiol glycosides, which lack a hydroxyl group in position
C-6. G-Rh1 is a protopanaxatriol glycoside, in which a glucose
unit is linked to C-6. G-Rd, -Rb1, and -Rb2 comprise a
disaccharide linked to C-3, but differ in the type and number
of the sugar moieties linked at C-20. G-Rd, containing glucose
at C-20, more strongly suppressed AA-induced superoxide
generation than G-Rb1 and G-Rb2, containing an additional
glucose or arabinose linked to Glc at C-20. G-Rh2, containing
only a glucose at position C-3, more strongly suppressed AA-,
fMLP-, and PMA-induced superoxide generation than other
compounds. On the other hand, G-Rh1, containing only a glucose
at position C-6, slightly suppressed AA- and fMLP-induced
superoxide generation. Although the correlation between the
chemical structure and the effect on superoxide generation of
these ginsenosides is unclear at present, it might be noteworthy
that the type and number of sugar moieties linking at position
C-3, C-6, or C-20 in the ring of triterpenoid dammarane
contribute to their suppressive effect on the stimulus-induced
superoxide generation in human neutrophils.

In our previous studies on superoxide generation and inflam-
mation, we found that various compounds affected the tyrosyl
phosphorylation or serine/threonine phosphorylation of neutro-
phil proteins (17–20). Therefore, we propose that these com-
pounds might affect the stimulus-induced superoxide generation
via tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylation of neutrophil
proteins. In the present study, we investigated the effect of these
ginsenosides on tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylation of
proteins in AA-, fMLP-, and PMA-treated cells, respectively.

When neutrophils were incubated with AA, tyrosyl phos-
phorylation of 88.9, 71.1, and 66.7 kDa proteins was induced.

The tyrosyl phosphorylation was dose-dependently suppressed
in the presence of these ginsenosides (Figure 3). These results
coincided well with the effect of superoxide generation, indicat-
ing that tyrosyl phosphorylation is involved in the ginsenoside-
mediated suppression of superoxide generation in human
neutrophils. The mechanism of suppression of tyrosyl phos-
phorylation by these ginsenosides is not known yet, but the
ginsenosides may suppress the cell surface receptor-mediating
system via inactivation of tyrosine kinase.

It is generally accepted that on the activation of the respiratory
burst oxidase in stimulated human neutrophils, cytosolic p47phox,
p67phox, and Rac move to the plasma membrane and associate
with cytochrome b558, forming an active superoxide generation
system (12–16). Therefore, we also investigated the effect of
these ginsenosides on the translocation of p47phox, p67phox, and
Rac to the plasma membrane in AA-stimulated human neutro-
phils. When neutrophils were incubated with AA, the translo-
cation of cytosolic p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to the plasma
membrane was decreased dose-dependently as shown in Figure
4. These results coincided well with the suppression of these

Figure 3. Effect of G-Rh2, -Rd, -Rb1, and -Rb2 on AA-induced tyrosyl
phosphorylation of human neutrophil proteins: lane 1, without compounds;
lane 2, 10 µM AA; lanes 3–6, 10 µM AA and ginsenoside in various
concentrations; (A) G-Rh2; (B) G-Rd; (C) G-Rb1; (D) G-Rb2. The tyrosyl
phosphorylated proteins were detected by immunoblotting using phos-
photyrosine-specific monoclonal antibodies.

Figure 4. Effect of G-Rh2, -Rd, -Rb1, and -Rb2 on translocation to the
plasma membrane of p47phox, p67phox, and rac in AA-stimulated
neutrophils: lane 1, without compounds; lane 2, 10 µM AA; lanes 3–6,
10 µM AA and ginsenoside in various concentrations; (A) G-Rh2; (B)
G-Rd; (C) G-Rb1; (D) G-Rb2. The translocation to the plasma membrane
of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac was detected by immunoblotting using
p47phox-, p67phox-, and Rac1-specific monoclonal antibodies as described
under Materials and Methods.
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ginsenosides on superoxide generation and the tyrosyl phos-
phorylation of neutrophil proteins in AA-stimulated neutrophils.

We also investigated the effect of these ginsenosides on
tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylation and translocation of
cytosolic p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to the plasma membrane in
fMLP- and PMA-stimulated human neutrophils. When neutro-
phils were incubated with fMLP, tyrosyl phosphorylation of 96.1
and 79.9 kDa was induced. The tyrosyl phosphorylation was
dose-dependently suppressed in the presence of G-Rh2 and
G-Rh1 (Figure 5A,B). On the other hand, serine/threonine
phosphorylation did not decrease in the presence of G-Rh2 and
G-Rh1. These results indicate that G-Rh2 and G-Rh1 suppressed
tyrosyl phosphorylation via inactivation of tyrosine kinase, not
protein kinase C. The translocation of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac
to the plasma membrane was also decreased dose-dependently
in the presence of G-Rh2 and G-Rh1 as shown in Figure 5C,D.
In our study, effects of tyrosyl phosphorylation of 96.1 and 79.9
kDa proteins and translocation of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to

the plasma membrane by G-Rh2 and G-Rh1 were in parallel to
that of fMLP-induced superoxide generation.

When neutrophils were incubated with each of the five
ginsenosides and PMA was added as stimuli, as shown in Figure
2C, a significant suppression was observed in superoxide
production by G-Rh2, as was a slight decrease by G-Rb2, but
no effect by the other compounds. Effects of the serine/threonine
phosphorylation of neutrophil proteins as well as the translo-
cation of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to the plasma membrane
were also in parallel to that of PMA-induced superoxide
generation (Figure 6).

These data coincided well with our hypothesis that the five
ginsenosides studied suppressed markedly superoxide generation
in AA-stimulated neutrophils and some of them in fMLP- and
PMA-stimulated neutrophils. The migration of cytosolic com-
pounds p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to the plasma membrane and
the tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylation of some neu-
trophil proteins were correlated to the suppressive effect on
superoxide generation.

The production of a superoxide anion (O2
–) by the NADPH

oxidase in the phagolysosome is the precursor for the generation
of reactive oxygen species, such as hydroxyl radical and
hypochlorite (13). They are potent oxidizing agents, fully
capable of damaging protein, nucleic acid, and cellular mem-
brane by lipid peroxidation. Therefore, the effect of five
ginsenosides on hydroxyl radical induced lipid peroxidation was
also investigated using erythrocyte membrane ghosts (Figure
7). G-Rb1, G-Rb2, and G-Rd reduced slightly the lipid peroxi-
dation level (thiobarbituric acid-reactive substances) of eryth-
rocyte membrane ghosts at the concentration of 0–200 µM in a
concentration-dependent manner, but G-Rh1 showed almost no
effect on lipid peroxidation level. The order of inhibition of
hydroxyl radical scavenging was G-Rb1 > G-Rb2 > G-Rd >
G-Rh2 > G-Rh1 at a concentration of 200 µM. Moreover, Kang
et al. have compared the hydroxyl radical scavenging activities
of various ginsenosides from P. ginseng and investigated their
structure and activity relationship (28). They reported that G-Rb1

showed a >50% inhibitory activity against hydroxyl radical
generation at the concentration of 2 mM, but G-Rb2 and G-Rd
showed a comparably lower activity. However, the scavenging
effect of these ginsenosides of hydroxyl radical-induced lipid

Figure 5. Effect of G-Rh2 and G-Rh1 on fMLP-induced tyrosyl phospho-
rylation of human neutrophil proteins and translocation to the plasma
membrane of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac: lane 1, without compounds; lane
2, 12.5 nM fMLP; lanes 3–6, 12.5 nM fMLP and G-Rh2 or G-Rh1; (A)
G-Rh2, (B) G-Rh1 (fMLP-induced tyrosyl phosphorylated proteins were
detected by immunoblotting using phosphotyrosine-specific monoclonal
antibodies); (C) G-Rh2, (D) G-Rh1 (translocation to the plasma membrane
of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac was detected by immunoblotting using
p47phox, p67phox, and Rac1-specific monoclonal antibodies as described
under Materials and Methods).

Figure 6. Effect of G-Rh2 and G-Rh1 on PMA-induced serine/threonine
phosphorylation of human neutrophil proteins and translocation to the
plasma membrane of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac: lane 1, without
compounds; lane 2, 1 nM PMA; lanes 3–6, 1 nM PMA, and 5, 10, 20, 50
µM G-Rh2; (A) G-Rh2 (PMA-induced serine/threonine phosphorylated
proteins were detected by immunoblotting using phosphoserine/threonine-
specific monoclonal antibodies); (B) G-Rh2 (translocation to the plasma
membrane of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac was detected by immunoblotting
using p47phox-, p67phox-, and Rac1-specific monoclonal antibodies as
described under Materials and Methods).
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peroxidation was very weak compared with their inhibitory
effect of superoxide generation.

The effects of the five ginsenosides on the scavenging
function of generated free radicals were also investigated. In
the assay of DPPH radical scavenging activity, the free radical
scavenging activity of the five ginsenosides was tested by their
ability to scavenge the stable radical DPPH. In this test, none
of the five ginsenosides showed any scavenging effect. On the
other hand, we also investigated the radical scavenging activity
on superoxide anion generated by the PMS-NADH system. The
PMS-NADH mixture generates superoxide anions, which have
the ability to reduce NBT to formazan, and the absorbance of
formazan can be measured. Superoxide generation rate under
the present condition was 175 ( 13 nM/s. The five ginsenosides
tested had no effect in reducing the superoxide anion levels in
doses from 0 to 200 µM (data not shown).

Our results indicate that these ginsenosides do not have
scavenging function for already generated free radicals. It
suggests that they might work by inhibiting stimulus-induced
superoxide generation of neutrophils rather than by scavenging
generated superoxide anions. Our present results demonstrate
clearly that these ginsenosides suppress superoxide generation
mainly via suppressing tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphoryl-

ation and translocation of p47phox, p67phox, and Rac to the
plasma membrane and that their function is not due to
scavenging of generated free radicals. Furthermore, considering
the possibility of functional food or clinical applications, we
examined the hemolytic effect of these ginsenosides. They
showed no hemolysis at 0–200 µM (Figure 8). Our data may
be useful to understand and elucidate the various activities of
ginsenosides. However, we cannot ignore the fact that there
remain many unclarified factors. Further studies on the phar-
macological activities may help in the development of various
applications.

ABBREVIATIONS USED

fMLP, N-formylmethionyl-leucylphenylalanine; PMA, phor-
bol 12-myristate 13-acetate; AA, arachidonic acid; PMNs,
polymorphonuclear leukocytes.

LITERATURE CITED

(1) Jiangsu New Medical College. In Dictionary of Chinese Materia
Medica; Shanghai Scientific and Technological Publishing: Shang-
hai, China, 1977; p 2683.

(2) Ham, Y. M.; Lim, J. H.; Na, H. K.; Choi, J. S.; Park, B. D.; Yim,
H.; Lee, S. K. Ginsenoside-Rh2-induced mitochondrial depolar-
ization and apoptosis are associated with reactive oxygen species-
and Ca2+-mediated c-Jun NH2-terminal kinase 1 activation in
HeLa cells. J. Pharmacol. Exp. Ther. 2006, 319, 1276–1285.

(3) Oh, J. I.; Chun, K. H.; Joo, S. H.; Oh, Y. T.; Lee, S. K. Caspase-
3-dependent protein kinase C delta activity is required for the
progression of ginsenoside-Rh2-induced apoptosis in SK-HEP-1
cells. Cancer Lett. 2005, 230, 228–238.

(4) Cheng, C. C.; Yang, S. M.; Huang, C. Y.; Chen, J. C.; Chang,
W. M.; Hsu, S. L. Molecular mechanisms of ginsenoside Rh2-
mediated G1 growth arrest and apoptosis in human lung adeno-
carcinoma A549 cells. Cancer Chemother. Pharmacol. 2005, 55,
531–540.

(5) Kim, Y. S.; Jin, S. H. Ginsenoside Rh2 induces apoptosis via
activation of caspase-1 and -3 and up-regulation of Bax in human
neuroblastoma. Arch. Pharm. Res. 2004, 27, 834–839.

(6) Fei, X. F.; Wang, B. X.; Tashiro, S.; Li, T. J.; Ma, J. S.; Ikejima,
T. Apoptotic effects of ginsenoside Rh2 on human malignant
melanoma A375-S2 cells. Acta Pharmacol. Sin. 2002, 23, 315–
322.

(7) Yokozawa, T.; Satoh, A.; Cho, E. J. Ginsenoside-Rd attenuates
oxidative damage related to aging in senescence-accelerated mice.
J. Pharm. Pharmacol. 2004, 56, 107–113.

(8) Kovalchuk, S. N.; Kozhemyako, V. B.; Atopkina, L. N.; Silchenko,
A. S.; Avilov, S. A.; Kalinin, V. I.; Rasskazov, V. A.; Aminin,
D. L. Estrogenic activity of triterpene glycosides in yeast two-
hybrid assay. J. Steroid. Biochem. Mol. Biol. 2006, 101, 226–
231.

(9) Lee, W. K.; Kao, S. T.; Liu, I. M.; Cheng, J. T. Ginsenoside Rh2
is one of the active principles of Panax ginseng root to improve
insulin sensitivity in fructose-rich chow-fed rats. Horm. Metab.
Res. 2007, 39, 347–354.

(10) Park, E. K.; Choo, M. K.; Han, M. J. Ginsenoside Rh1 possesses
antiallergic and anti-inflammatory activities. Int. Arch. Allergy
Immunol. 2004, 133, 113–120.

(11) Zhang, J.; Sugahara, K.; Sagara, Y.; Fontana, M.; Dupr’e, S.;
Kodama, H. Effect of cystathionine ketimine on the stimulus
coupled responses of neutrophils and their modulation by various
protein kinase inhibitors. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 1996,
218, 371–376.

(12) Han, C. H.; Freeman, J. L.; Lee, T.; Motalebi, S. A.; Lambeth,
J. D. Regulation of the neutrophil respiratory burst oxidase.
Identification of an activation domain in p67. (phox). J. Biol.
Chem. 1998, 273, 16663–16668.

(13) Sheppard, F. R.; Kelher, M. R.; Moore, E. E.; McLaughlin, N. J.;
Banerjee, A.; Silliman, C. C. Structural organization of the
neutrophil NADPH oxidase: phosphorylation and translocation

Figure 7. Effect of G-Rh2, -Rd, -Rb1, -Rb2, and -Rh1 on hydroxyl radical-
derived lipid peroxidation of erythrocyte membrane ghosts. Hydroxyl radical-
induced lipid peroxidation of erythrocyte membrane ghosts was determined
by measuring thiobarbituric acid-reactive substances as described under
Materials and Methods. Results are expressed as means ( SD (n ) 3)
of the inhibition of lipid peroxidation.

Figure 8. Hemolytic effects of G-Rh2, -Rd, -Rb1, -Rb2, and -Rh1 on human
erythrocytes. The assay was carried out as described under Materials
and Methods. The concentrations of the ginsenoside were 100 and 200
µM, respectively. Control means the hemolysis by distilled water, which
is shown as 100%. Bars indicate mean ( SD (n ) 5), respectively.

1926 J. Agric. Food Chem., Vol. 56, No. 6, 2008 He et al.



during priming and activation. J. Leukocyte Biol. 2005, 78, 1025–
1042.

(14) Nisimoto, Y.; Freeman, J. L.; Motalebi, S. A.; Hirshberg, M.;
Lambeth, J. D. Rac binding to p67. (phox). Structural basis for
interactions of the Rac1 effector region and insert region with
components of the respiratory burst oxidase. J. Biol. Chem. 1997,
272, 18834–18841.

(15) Mizrahi, A.; Berdichevsky, Y.; Ugolev, Y.; Molshanski-Mor, S.;
Nakash, Y.; Dahan, I.; Alloul, N.; Gorzalczany, Y.; Sarfstein, R.;
Hirshberg, M.; Pick, E. Assembly of the phagocyte NADPH
oxidase complex: chimeric constructs derived from the cytosolic
components as tools for exploring structure-function relationships.
J. Leukocyte Biol. 2006, 79, 881–895.

(16) Sarfstein, R.; Gorzalczany, Y.; Mizrahi, A.; Berdichevsky, Y.;
Molshanski-Mor, S.; Weinbaum, C.; Hirshberg, M.; Dagher,
M. C.; Pick, E. Dual role of Rac in the assembly of NADPH
oxidase, tethering to the membrane and activation of p67phox: a
study based on mutagenesis of p67phox-Rac1 chimeras. J. Biol.
Chem. 2004, 279, 16007–16016.

(17) Chen, G.; Lu, H. W.; Wang, C.; Yamashita, K.; Manabe, M.;
Meng, Z.; Xu, S.; Kodama, H. Effect of five flavonoid compounds
isolated from leaves of Diospyros kaki on stimulus-induced
superoxide generation and tyrosyl phosphorylation of proteins in
human neutrophils. Clin. Chim. Acta 2002, 326, 169–175.

(18) Wang, Z.; Song, S.; Lu, H.; Chen, G.; Xu, S.; Sagara, Y. Effect
of three triterpenoid compounds isolated from root bark of Aralia
elata on stimulus-induced superoxide generation and tyrosyl
phosphorylation and translocation of p47. (phox) and p67. (phox)
to cell membrane in human neutrophil. Clin. Chim. Acta 2003,
336, 65–72.

(19) Yagi-Chaves, S.; Liu, G.; Yamashita, K.; Manebe, M.; Song, S.;
Kodama, H. Effect of five triterpenoid compounds isolated from
root bark of Aralia elata on stimulus-induced superoxide genera-
tion, tyrosyl or serine/threonine phosphorylation and translocation
of p47. (phox), p67. (phox), and rac to cell membrane in human
neutrophils. Arch. Biochem. Biophys. 2006, 446, 84–90.

(20) Zhang, M.; Liu, G.; Tang, S.; Song, S.; Yamashita, K.; Manebe,
M.; Kodama, H. Effect of five triterpenoid compounds from the
buds of Aralia elata on stimulus-induced superoxide generation,
tyrosyl phosphorylation and translocation of cytosolic compounds
to the cell membrane in human neutrophils. Planta Med. 2006,
72, 1–7.

(21) Weiss, S. J.; Klein, R.; Slivka, A.; Wei, M. Chlorination of taurine
by human neutrophils. Evidence for hypochlorous acid generation.
J. Clin. InVest. 1982, 70, 598–607.

(22) Yamamoto, M.; Saeki, K.; Utsumi, K. Isolation of human salivary
polymorphonuclear leukocytes and their stimulation-coupled
responses. Arch. Biochem. Biophys. 1992, 289, 76–82.

(23) Stossel, T. P. Phagocytosis. N. Engl. J. Med. 1974, 290, 717–
723.

(24) Nauseef, W. M.; Volpp, B. D.; McCormick, S.; Leidal, K. G.;
Clark, R. A. Assembly of the neutrophil respiratory burst oxidase.
Protein kinase C promotes cytoskeletal and membrane association
of cytosolic oxidase components. J. Biol. Chem. 1991, 266, 5911–
5917.

(25) Bolis, M. S. Antioxidant determinations by the use of a stable
free radical. Nature 1958, 181, 1199–1200.

(26) Nishikimi, M.; Appaji, N.; Yagi, K. The occurrence of superoxide
anion in the reaction of reduced phenazine methosulfate and
molecular oxygen. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 1972, 46,
849–854.

(27) Dou, D. Q.; Ren, J.; Chen, Y.; Pei, Y. P.; Chen, Y. J. Study on
the chemical constituents of the roots of commercial ginseng.
China J. Chin. Mater. Med. 2003, 28, 45–47.

(28) Kang, K. S.; Yokozawa, T.; Yamabe, N.; Kim, H. Y.; Park, J. H.
ESR study on the structure and hydroxyl radical-scavenging
activity relationships of ginsenosides isolated from Panax ginseng
C.A. Meyer. Biol. Pharm. Bull. 2007, 30, 917–921.

Received for review November 17, 2007. Revised manuscript received
January 18, 2008. Accepted January 21, 2008.

JF073364K

Effect of Ginsenosides on Superoxide Generation J. Agric. Food Chem., Vol. 56, No. 6, 2008 1927




